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The GACC board is pleased to announce 
the appointment of Mark Dollase to the 
Board effective January 10, 2006.  
 
Mark lives near the intersection of Dean 
Road and 79th Street.  
  
As Vice President of Preservation 
Services, for Historic Landmarks, Mark 
brings new expertise and experience to 
the board.   
 
Thank you Mark for agreeing to serve, 
and welcome to the GACC Board!  
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GACC Board Members 
President: Lori Olivier 845-5956 
Vice-President: Bob Lehnen     253-6569 
Secretary: Joy Masterson      842-4338 
Treasurer: Don Melloy         849-3222 
Members: Mike Bivens 842-9318 
  Mark Dollase 845-7307 
  Rollin Rhea 849-8115 
  Keith Sims 251-4214 
  Betty Tuller          849-9605 
  Chris Williams     841-9226 
 
Boundaries: The GACC is bounded on the north 
by 82nd Street, on the east by Binford Boulevard, 
on the south by Kessler Boulevard and on the 
west by Keystone Avenue and the White River.  

The purpose and mission of the GACC is: 

To disseminate information on the 
environmental, social and economic issues 
that affect residents and businesses of the 
community 

To provide a forum for public discussion of 
community issues 

To act on matters of common interest to the 
GACC community 

The Greater Allisonville Community Council, 
Inc. is a 501 (c) (4) organization supported solely 
by membership dues and donations.  It receives 
no tax monies or subsidies.  

 

 

http://www.greaterallisonville.org 
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Even in the largest American cities, a 
historically maligned beast is thriving, 
despite scientists’ beliefs that these 
mammals intently avoid urban human 
populations.  

 

 

 

This animal's amazing ability to thrive in 
metropolitan areas has greatly surprised 
scientists, says Stanley Gehrt, an assistant 
professor of environmental and natural 
resources at Ohio State University.  

Since the study began, Gehrt and his 
colleagues have found that urban coyote 
populations are much larger than expected; 
that they live longer than their rural cousins 
in these environments; and that they are 
more active at nighttime than coyotes living 
in rural areas.  

Coyotes do some good – they help control 
rapidly growing populations of Canada geese 
throughout North America.  

The study began in Chicago in 2000 when 
Gehrt was a research biologist for the Max 
McGraw Wildlife Foundation in Dundee, Ill. 
In the 1990s the foundation was increasingly 
inundated with complaints about coyotes 
taking pets and reportedly stalking children.  

The researchers had expected to find a few 
small coyote packs here and there throughout 
the city. But the animals were everywhere.  

And, the original estimates of the greater 
Chicago coyote population were woefully 
low.  

"We couldn't find an area in Chicago where 
there weren't coyotes," Gehrt said. "They've 
learned to exploit all parts of their 
landscape."  

The major findings include:  
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Urban coyotes survive far longer than their 
rural cousins. A coyote living in urban 
Chicago has a 60-percent chance of 
surviving for one year, while a rural coyote 
has a 30 percent chance of living for another 
year.  

Most coyotes pose little threat to humans. 
The problems generally start when people 
feed coyotes, even if that feeding is 
unintentional.  

"A coyote may eat the food that's left outside 
for a pet," Gehrt said. "It's not uncommon to 
see a coyote pass through an urban or 
suburban neighborhood.  

"But most coyotes aren't thrilled about being 
seen by people," he continued. "Urban 
coyotes are more active at night than their 
rural counterparts, so humans don't see a lot 
of their activity. In many cases, coyotes are 
probably doing us favors that we don't 
realize – they eat a lot of rodents and other 
animals that people don't want around."  

While this coyote research is concentrated in 
Chicago, the results have implications for 
Indianapolis…coyotes have been seen in the 
GACC area.  

Written by Holly Wagner 
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